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As a cathartic way of processing and 
conveying her emotions, Natalia sought 
a new media to use for her next works.  
Moving away from oil and acrylic, she 
recurred to play-doh, which can be 
manipulated, pressed, and malleated, just 
as she had been in the past. It was the  
result of an introspective personal analysis 
mixed with external situations of manipulation 
and abuse. Those outside stimuli raised a 
thought. She was compelled to create! A 
spark ignited in her, she felt that the play-
doh idea was unstoppable. The only thing 
limiting her was the fact that, in order to 
translate those intangible thoughts into a 
painting, she had to have a pictorial reference. 
What better than what surrounds her?. 
 
The objects in Natalia’s paintings, drawings, 
and sculptures step out of her reality, which, 
even though personal, are part of  collective 
experiences. They are not an exact copy 
of reality; Natalia re-interprets and shapes 
them in a playful and almost-childish style, 
developing a visual language that combines 
shared codes and images with new ones. The 
familiarity with the elements, bright colors, and 
vivid compositions attract the viewer’s gaze for 
long enough to grasp the powerful messages 
and social critiques conveyed through them. 
Somehow ironically, the “banality” of her style, 
which combines hyperrealism, figuration, and 
abstraction, accomplishes the communication 
of a profound message. 

Alex Slato is honored to present Stepping Out 
Of Reality this September-October, 2022, and 
being a space for Natalia to share a multiplicity 
of fantasy and real worlds that will open 
dialogues on the issues she touches on. 

Stepping Out Of Reality is Natalia Ocerin’s 
latest series of works for her first solo 
show in the United States. Her inspiration 
is an amalgam of personal sentiments, 
experiences, and philosophical theories that 
construct the concepts that influence her 
works. Her philosophical references include 
Hannah Arendt, Jacques Derrida, Zygmunt 
Bauman, Plato, and others that, in certain 
ways, meddle in her hand-made realities. 
 
Following the Platonic idea of the artist as a 
replicator of the world, which is itself a copy 
of intangible essential ideas, Natalia creates 
surreal landscapes. In her illusory fantasies, 
she materializes impalpable thoughts and 
inspiration from her real-life experience as 
an individual and as part of a larger society.  
She uses hyperrealism and figuration to 
resemble that reality. She observes her 
surroundings, the forms, the colors, and, most 
importantly, the issues of today’s society. Then, 
she translates an array of those impressions 
into her art. Natalia does not strive for  
accuracy in representing the world. Her 
practice focuses on expressing her feelings 
and inspiring in others a social awareness 
about contemporary issues.

One of her goals is for her viewers to relate 
to what they see, as a reflection of shared 
experiences that both children and adults 
can internalize. Something Natalia realized 
as her practice evolved, is that, even though 
she used hyperrealism so that her spectators 
recognized what she represented, they 
admired her aesthetics more than they 
grasped the message she tried to convey.
She questioned her work, her purpose.  
As a result of a series of reflections that 
she refers to as “couch-talks” (mostly with 
herself), she realized she wanted to stay  
away from the desire for people to “understand” 
her work. It was an inflection point in her career 
when she needed her practice to be about not 
other people’s experiences, but her own. 
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Pool Party
Oil on canvas
50 in x 69.3 in
127 x 176 cm
2022
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Lock Down
Oil on canvas
53.1 in  x 35.8 in
135 x 91 cm
2021
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Aquelarre de Social Media / Social Media Coven
Oil on canvas
53 in x 37.8 in
134.5 cm x 96 cm
2022

El Gran Circo / The Great Circus
Oil on canvas
53.7 in x 37.6 in
136.5 x 95.5 cm
2021
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Cirugía Plástica / Plastic Surgery
Includes two paintings and two sculptures (not pictured)
Oil on Canvas
43.4 in x 34 in
110 cm x 86.5 cm
2022

Sculptures

Male figure 
Fiberglass
18.5 in x 18.1 in x 13.8 in
47 cm x 46 cm x  35cm
2022
 
Female figure 
Fiberglass
17.3 in x 14.2 in x 12.6 in 
44 cm x 36 cm x 32cm 
2022
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Esperanza / Hope
Oil on canvas
15.7 in x 19.7 in
40 cm x 50 cm
2022

Púas de Plata / Silver Spikes
Oil on canvas
15.7 in x 19.7 in
40 cm x 50 cm
2022

Pelea de Gallos / Cockfight
Oil on canvas
19.7 in x 15.7 in
50 cm x 40 cm
2022
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Kintusugi
Oil on canvas
53.5 in x 37.4 in
136 cm x 95 cm
2022
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Untitled 
Oil on canvas
19.7 in x 15.7 in
50 cm x 40 cm
2022

Untitled 
Oil on canvas
19.7 in x 15.7 in
50 cm x 40 cm
2022
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The following 8 works are all 
Untitled
Watercolor, colored pencil, markers, and oil pastel on paper 
14 in x 20 in 
36 cm x 51 cm 
2022
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The following 30 works are all 
Untitled 
Pencil and colored pencil on paper
6 in x 8 in
15 cm x 20.3 cm  
2022 
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Natalia Ocerin is a London-based artist from Spain. She is 
currently pursuing her MA in Fine Art at Central Saint Martins, the 
University of the Arts, London. She received her Master’s in Artistic 
Production from the Universidad Politécnica de Valencia, Spain, 
where she did her BA. Human subjects and social issues have 
marked Natalia’s career from the beginning. In her Master’s thesis, 
she explored topics related to mental health. Natalia participated 
in two artists residencies in Argentina and Brasil, working with the 
local communities. 

Natalia’s works were selected for the XVI Francisco Padilla 
painting contest, Villanueva de Gállego, in 2013. In 2016, one of her 
paintings was preselected for the painting contest BP Portrait 
Award, National Gallery, London. In the same year, she received 
an honorary mention from the Fundación Mainel painting 
contest, Valencia, which she received for the second time in 
2018. Her pieces have been featured in multiple shows in Europe, 
including an exhibition at MEAM Museum, Barcelona, as part of its 
MODPORTRAIT painting contest.

Alex Slato is honored to present her first show in the United  
States this September 2022.

About the artist
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